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NOTES ON BLUE GROUSE 
by Chas. Guiguet 

As most of the blue grouse taken from the high, wooded 
areas are l a r g e r and darker than those seen i n the burns 
and s l a s h areas of the lower areas, some of the expert hun
t e r s can not be persuaded t h a t there are not two " k i n d s " 
of blue grouse on Vancouver I s l a n d . 

Though a l o t s t i l l remains to be learned about the 
h a b i t s of t h i s s p ecies, much has already been e s t a b l i s h e d 
as fact„ P e r t i n e n t to the question of races or " k i n d s " i s 
t h e i r migratory h a b i t s . For the l a r g e part they nest i n 
the low lands and winter i n the h e i g h t s . The vast area of 
logged over country on the Islan d i s i d e a l blue grouse 
breeding ground and the breeding hooters may be heard boom
i n g away as they congregate there i n the e a r l y s p r i n g . Most 
of these hooters r e t u r n to the high r i d g e s sometime i n J u l y 
or e a r l y August, long before the hunters enter the f i e l d . 
Consequently, most of the b i r d s shot i n the lower reaches 
are the hens and t h e i r broods of that year. C l i m a t i c con
d i t i o n s may send these f a m i l y groups up to the high lands 
before the l e g a l shooting season opens, r e s u l t i n g i n small 
bags. This l a c k of grouse i s a s c r i b e d by the uninformed 
to everything from over-shooting to foot r o t . Once i n the 
timber on the o l d r i d g e s , blue grouse are not as e a s i l y 
hunted as i n the s l a s h . They remain i n the t r e e s through
out the w i n t e r , feeding on coniferous buds and needles, 
descending to the low lands again to resume breeding i n 
May or June. 

From the above f a c t s i t would seem probable that the 
hunters other race i s simply the b i g o l d hooters that went 
to the higher ground i n J u l y , or p o s s i b l y , non-breeding 
b i r d s that have stayed up there a l l the year round. The 
age at which blue grouse reach sexual m a t u r i t y i s not cer
t a i n but I suspect that they breed i n t h e i r t h i r d year. 

Four geographic races or subspecies are known to occur 
i n B r i t i s h Columbia. On Vancouver I s l a n d and the adjacent 



mainland we have the Sooty Blue Grouse of our i l l u s t r a 
t i o n , Dendragapus obscurus f u l i g i n o s u s . This i s a l a r g e 
dark b i r d w i t h a more or l e s s rounded t a i l bearing a d i s 
t i n c t l y l i g h t e r t e r m i n a l band. On the side of the males 
neck there are l a r g e yellow a i r sacs which are most promi
nent i n the s p r i n g . 

The Queen C h a r l o t t e Islands and other i s l a n d s i n the 
Queen C h a r l o t t e Sound have a b i r d s i m i l a r to the sooty 
grouse but more red i n colour, e s p e c i a l l y i n the hens. 
This i s the S i t k a blue grouse, D. o. s i t k e n s i s . In the 
dry b e l t of the i n t e r i o r we f i n d the p a l l i d blue grouse 
D. o. p a l l i d u s . * This b i r d i s pale i n c o l o u r . The males 
have p r a c t i c a l l y no yellow a i r sacs and the t a i l bears a 
very i n d i s t i n c t t e r m i n a l bar or none. 

The dusky blue grouse, D. o. r i c h a r d s o n i ranges from 
the south east corner of the province on a rough diagonal 
to the north west corner. I t occupies that part of the 
province l y i n g east of t h i s l i n e but sweeping west of i t 
f o r an unknown distance about the 54th p a r a l l e l . This 
b i r d c l o s e l y resembles the p a l l i d grouse except i n c o l o u r . 
I t i s much darker, has i n d i s t i n c t or no t e r m i n a l bands on 
the t a i l , reduced a i r sac, a d i f f e r e n t hoot and a more 
square cut t a i l than the sooty grouse. 

At p o i n t s of contact the subspecies i n t e r g r a d e and 
are d i f f i c u l t to a s c r i b e to one race or another. 

I t seems u n l i k e l y . t h a t there i s more than one race of 
grouse on Vancouver I s l a n d but i f some of the e n t h u s i a s t s 
w i l l b r i n g i n specimens we may resume the controversy w i t h 
specimens i n hand. 

Sora R a i l (Porzana C a r o l i n a ) a s h o r t - b i l l e d , c h u n k y , l i t t l e 
r a i l without any r e d d i s h c o l o u r a t i o n . I t i s about the 
same s i z e as the V i r g i n i a but measuring l e s s because of 
i t s short b i l l which i s yellow i n comparison w i t h red of 
the V i r g i n i a . Both these r a i l s are summer r e s i d e n t s i n 
t h i s area. 

W.T. 

OCTOBER GENERAL MEETING 
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At 8 p„m., October 9, Mrs, Hobson, P r e s i d e n t , c a l l e d 
the monthly meeting of the Society to order. A f t e r Miss 
K i r b y had read the minutes of the previous meeting i t took 
only a few minutes to dispose of r o u t i n e matters and the 
business of the meeting began. 

There were a number of most i n t e r e s t i n g specimens on 
d i s p l a y . Miss K i r b y had obtained a most unusual piece of 
n a t u r a l s c u l p t u r e which looked e x a c t l y l i k e some of the 
more grotesque modern specimens of that a r t . The p e c u l i 
ar shape had been developed i n the s w i r l and eddying of 
stream backwash which had l e f t t h i s "Prone Figure" a l a 
Epstein*. 

Mr. Whitehouse showed a s e c t i o n of a mason wasp's 
nest. This i s a s t r u c t u r e of d r i e d mud, almost h a l f an 
i n c h i n diameter and b u i l t to a depth of two to three 
inches and p e r f e c t l y shaped i n s i d e . This was one s e c t i o n 
of eight which Mr, Whitehouse's grandson had found f i r m l y 
attached t o a rock. 

Mr. T a y l o r showed a specimen of the b r i g h t l y coloured 
ruby or cuckoo wasp, which Mr. Hardy was c a l l e d upon to 
d e s c r i b e . The name ruby was obvious from the i n s e c t ' s 
b r i g h t colours but the name cuckoo, he e x p l a i n e d , came from 
i t s habit of l a y i n g i t s eggs i n the nest of v a r i o u s species 
of s o l i t a r y bees and wasps. The ruby wasp w i l l wait while 
a mason wasp or carpenter bee b u i l d s i t s nest and f i l l s i t 
w i t h food f o r i t s young, and j u s t before the nest i s closed 
i t w i l l s k i p i n and l a y i t s egg. Upon emerging from the 
egg the i n f a n t ruby wasp does not bother about the stored 
food but proceeds t o feed on the young s o l i t a r y bee that 
happens to be i t s host. 

There were no reports from s e c t i o n chairman except the 
announcement of the fungus foray and the c o r r e c t i o n of the 
e d i t o r ' s r a t h e r ambiguous note regarding refreshments. You 
w i l l be able t o get a cup of t e a even i f you do not b r i n g 
a lunch'. ( I hope that c l e a r s that up.) 

Mr. Clay described some of the h i g h l i g h t s of h i s t r i p 
to the i n t e r i o r but a f u l l write-up of t h i s t r i p w i l l ap
pear i n a l a t e r i s s u e . 

As main speaker f o r the evening Mr. George Hardy gave 
a most a p t l y named t a l k on " F l o r a l Gems", f o r h i s coloured 
s l i d e s of n a t i v e p l a n t s were gems indeed, as a l s o were h i s 
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concise d e s c r i p t i o n s of habit and h a b i t a t . S t a r t i n g 
w i t h Saanichton S p i t and Witty's Lagoon, the p i c t u r e s 
pointed up h i s observation that the s a l t - t o l e r a n t spe
c i e s of these areas tended to grow i n monospecific 
groups. Golden-flowered four o'clocks Abronia l a t i f o l i a , 
pink Convolvulus s o l d a n e l l a , and the large-headed sedge 
Carex macrocephala a l l grew i n i s o l a t e d masses w i t h a l 
most no i n t e r m i x i n g of species. This was a l s o t r u e of 
the crabapple Pyrus d i v e r s i f o l i a on the s l i g h t l y higher 
sand r i d g e s and the t a l l longheaded w i l d rye grass 
Elymus Vancouverensis and knot weeds Polygonium sp. of 
the dunes. Mr. Hardy was not so absorbed i n p l a n t s that 
he f a i l e d to spot a p a i r of night hawk's eggs that had 
been l a i d amid the resembling stones of the shore. These 
and the newly-hatched c h i c k s , which he photographed 
l a t e r at the same spot, were almost i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e 
from t h e i r surroundings. 

On the way to Duncan there occurs a colony of a 
newly e s t a b l i s h e d weed from the Balkans L i n a r i a d a l m a tica. 
This i s a c l o s e r e l a t i v e of the common t o a d f l a x L, v u l 
g a r i s d i f f e r i n g mainly by having a broader l e a f which 
clasps the stem and a longer spur below the b r i g h t y e l 
low snapdragon-like f l o w e r s . Among the p i c t u r e s taken 
near Duncan i s a very i n t e r e s t i n g study of the genus 
Arctostaphylos or bearberry. In the ibreground i s a mass 
of the common bearberry or K i n n i k i n i c k A. urva-ursa and 
behind t h i s are masses of the t a l l shrub A. tomentosa, 
but between these extremes i s a dense growth that i s 
e n t i r e l y intermediate i n c h a r a c t e r . This a c t u a l l y i s 
a hybrid between the other two and i s so w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d 
that i t has been given the s p e c i f i c name of Arctostaphy
l o s media. From around Mt. Beacher there were some 
l o v e l y mass e f f e c t s of f i e l d s of sea b l u s h V a l e r i a n e l l a  
congesta, and yellow snow l i l y Erythronium grandiflorum. 
Although these were long past blooming around V i c t o r i a , 
the high a l t i t u d e telescopes mountain p l a n t s i n t o a 
much shorter but more intense p e r i o d of blooming. As 
t h i s photographic t o u r proceeded up the i s l a n d to Comox 
and the Forbidden P l a t e a u , the scenery began to v i e w i t h 
the flower p i c t u r e s i n i n t e r e s t , and the long-distance 
shots of (?uay Lake from Mt. A l b e r t Edward and C a s t l e -
c r a i g made one ponder the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of a summer camp 
f o r the V.N.H.S . i n the near f u t u r e . In t h i s area a 
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number of heaths besides the everpresent bearberry are 
n o t i c e a b l e . The sweet-scented white heather Cassiope  
Mertensiana, copper bush Cladothamnus p y r o l a e f l o r u s , a n d 
mountain l a u r e l Malmia p o l i f o l i a are among the members 
of t h i s f a m i l y commonly found i n the mountains. Among 
the acres of burnt-out timber land i n t h i s area, f i r e 
weed comes i n t o i t s own and provides miles and miles of 
bee pasture. A p i c t u r e taken between Comox Lake and the 
Plateau shows a sea of purple Epilobium a n g u s t i f o l i u m as 
f a r as the eye can see. In the wooded areas, t h a t dwarf 
r e l a t i v e of the dogwood, the bunchberry Cornus Canadensis 
f l o u r i s h e s , the f l o w e r - l i k e b r a c ts long s i n c e gone and now 
the i n s i g n i f i c a n t flowers have developed i n t o a bunch of 
b r i g h t s c a r l e t b e r r i e s a few inches above the ground. Here 
als o was seen masses of f a l s e h e l l e b o r e Veratrum v i r i d e . 
Why t h i s poisonous and r a t h e r c o l o u r l e s s o r c h i d should be 
associated w i t h h e l l e b o r e or Christmas rose no one seems 
to know. The l o c a l Indians have been able to overcome the 
poisonous p r o p e r t i e s and by a s p e c i a l process to make a 
powerful concoction c a l l e d "Skukum Drunk", I t sounds i n 
teresting'. 

T r a v e l l i n g s t i l l f u r t h e r north Mr. Hardy showed p i c 
t ures of some of the flowers which have been able to w i t h 
stand the storms and exposure to which the Scott I s l a n d s 
are subjected. Here were p i c t u r e d masses of chocolate 
l i l y F r i t i l l a r i a , Indian paintbrush, Columbine and a t h i c k -
leaved strawberry F r a g a r i a c h i l o e n s i s . While these were 
the same species that we know they showed v a r y i n g amounts 
of adaptation to t h e i r exposed p o s i t i o n . From the exposed 
northern i s l a n d s Mr. Hardy took a quick t r i p through the 
Manning Park area and showed some l o v e l y p i c t u r e s of the 
sage brush country around Osoyoos. The most n o t i c e a b l e 
aspect of t h i s area i s the a s s o c i a t i o n of the three to s i x 
foot high antelope bush P u r s h i a t r i d e n t a t a , a grey, s m a l l -
flowered member of the rose f a m i l y , and r a b b i t bush Bige- 
l o n i a graveoleus, a s i x to eighteen i n c h grey shrub of 
the composite f a m i l y . Despite the dry and barren look of 
the sage brush country there are l o v e l y f l o w e r s to be 
found f o r the l o o k i n g , such as the white evening primrose 
Oenothera p a l l i d a always w i t h one l a r g e flower open and 
two developing buds to the stem. Among the l a r g e numbers 
of the pea f a m i l y adapted t o dry c o n d i t i o n s i s to be found 
loco weed Oxytropis Lambertis growing i n yellow masses, and 



purple masses of Phlox. Found i n more s o l i t a r y s plen
dour i s the l o v e l y s a n d h i l l rose L e w i s i a r e d i v i v a -
although not a t r u e rose t h i s p i c t u r e shows the reason 
f o r the s p e c i a l a p p l i c a t i o n of the name. A number of 
b r i g h t and showy members of the sunflower f a m i l y are also 
common i n c l u d i n g G a i l l a r d i a a r i s t a t a which we are more 
used to t h i n k i n g of as a garden species. 

With a few p i c t u r e s of the road from the t y p i c a l i n 
t e r i o r scenery to the heavier timbered c o n d i t i o n s at the 
eastern entrance to the park Mr. Hardy completed a most 
comprehensive review of our n a t i v e f l o r a . Mrs, Hobson 
expressed the thanks of the whole meeting and our appre
c i a t i o n of the s e r v i c e s that the speaker always so r e a d i 
l y gives to the S o c i e t y . 

W. T. 

TWO REGENT PLANT ADDITIONS TO VANCOUVER ISLAND 
by George A. Hardy. 

While the n a t i v e species of p l a n t s of Vancouver 
Is l a n d have been f a i r l y w e l l determined and few new ones 
are l i k e l y to be found, there i s always the p o s s i b i l i t y , 
and indeed, c e r t a i n t y of new ones a r r i v i n g from other 
p a r t s of the world, e s p e c i a l l y i n these days of easy and 
extensive t r a v e l . Most, i f not a l l , of these hardy im
migrants are classed as weeds by the p r a c t i c a l gardener 
and farmer, but from the b o t a n i s t s ' viewpoint they are 
w i l d flowers t h a t possess great a d a p t a b i l i t y to v a r i e d 
t e r r a i n and c l i m a t i c c o n d i t i o n s and i n t h i s sense are 
most s u c c e s s f u l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the pl a n t kingdom, 

L i n a r i a dalmatica (L.) M i l l . Dalmatian Toad F l a x . 
The presence of t h i s plant on the i s l a n d has apparently 
been noted only r e c e n t l y . The w r i t e r came across two or 
three separate c o l o n i e s near Saanichton i n J u l y 1951,and 
since then Mr. N, Putnam of the Department of A g r i c u l t u r e 
has brought i n a specimen from Duncan where i t was c o l 
l e c t e d by L o i s Murray. The species i s c l o s e l y r e l a t e d 
t o the well-known Toadflax or Butter-and-eggs, L i n a r i a  
V u l g a r i s L. 

L. dalmatica can be at once d i s t i n g u i s h e d from L. 
v u l g a r i s b y i t s l a r g e r s i z e (higher by 2 f e e t or morejj 
by i t s much broader, glaucous green l e a v e s , which c l o s e l y 
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clasp the stem, and by the longer spur of the f l o w e r . In 
a d d i t i o n to seed production i t increases by underground 
stolons which send up a p l e n t i f u l supply of new shoots; 
I t i s a n a t i v e of the Balkan regions of Europe. Elsewhere 
i n B r i t i s h Columbia, i t i s recorded only from Wynndel near 
Creston, so f a r as i s known. 

Senecio jacobaea L. Ragwort i s another n a t i v e of 
Europe whose presence has only r e c e n t l y been as c e r t a i n e d on 
Vancouver I s l a n d and indeed i n B r i t i s h Columbia, although i t 
i s mentioned as from the " P a c i f i c Coast" i n the 8th e d i t i o n 
of Gray's Manual, I t was f i r s t reported by E. G. Anderson, 
weed commuter from Ottawa, who together w i t h E. Hughe3, c o l 
l e c t e d i t i n J u l y 1950 near Nanaimo and deposited a specimen 
w i t h the Museum. This year the w r i t e r v i s i t e d t h i s l o c a l i t y 
and found i t i n a f l o u r i s h i n g c o n d i t i o n along the roadside. 
I t i s quite a handsome pla n t w i t h many heads of s t a r - l i k e 
yellow flowers i n massed p r o f u s i o n . Since the species i s 
u s u a l l y avoided by grazing animals, i t i s allowed to i n 
crease at the expense of more u s e f u l forage p l a n t s . 

WANTED '.'. 
O f f e r s of h o s p i t a l i t y f o r group meetings. 

Requirements:- A l i v i n g - r o o m which w i l l seat, on c h a i r s or 
cushions, twenty to tw e n t y - f i v e e n t h u s i a s t i c group members. 
Refreshments served should be kept to t e a and b i s c u i t s . We 
need meeting places f o r 8 to 10 group meetings. Phone a 
group convener or myself (G,4683) i f you are able t o help 
the Society i n t h i s way. 
P i a n i s t A v o l unteer to pl a y a n a t i o n a l anthem at the cl o s e 
of each Audubon l e c t u r e i s r e q u i r e d . W i l l any member w i l l i n g 
and able t o o b l i g e get i n touch w i t h me or Mr.Stewart (B.6458) 
before the next l e c t u r e , F r i d a y , November 30. 

I t has been decided to form a s o c i a l committee to be 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r i n t r o d u c i n g our new members to the other 
club members and f o r h e l p i n g newcomers to the c i t y i n f i n d 
i n g the homes at which group meetings are being h e l d . 

R. Hobson, 
Pr e s i d e n t . 
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SCREEN TOUR NOTES 

In answer to a number of requests i t has been decided to 
s e l l season t i c k e t s to students f o r the remaining four 
l e c t u r e s . The cost w i l l be $1.00 and the t i c k e t s are ob
t a i n a b l e at the Marionette L i b r a r y , P r o v i n c i a l Museum, at 
the l e c t u r e h a l l on the night of the l e c t u r e or from Mr. 
H.D.R. Stewart, 110 Wildwood Avenue. 

D r i v e r s who have parked t h e i r cars at the west side of 
the school w i l l f i n d i t more convenient to leave by the 
e x i t at the rear of the h a l l . 

SITKA SPRUCE ( P i c e a s i t c h e n i s ) 

This the l a r g e s t of the spruces reaching an extreme 
height of 250 f e e t and a diameter of 12 f e e t . I t gets 
i t s second common name; t i d e l a n d spruce; from i t s h a b i 
t a t which i s seldom more than 50 miles from the sea or 
at an e l e v a t i o n of more than 1000 f e e t . Because i t char
a c t e r i s t i c a l l y has a greater area of timber c l e a r of 
blemish than any other spruce, i t i s p a r t i c u l a r l y valua
bl e i n the c o n s t r u c t i o n of aeroplanes and was the main 
s t r u c t u r a l componant of the renowned "Mosquito" f i g h t e r -
bomber. The greatest areas of pure stands of s i t k a spruce 
are i n our own c o s t a l areas and p a r t i c u l a r l y on the Queen 
Ch a r l o t t e Islands although the species i s found from 
Alaska to Northern C a l i f o r n i a . W.T. 

WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN NOVEMBER 
B i r d s : A l l during the month of October the sea b i r d s were 

r e t u r n i n g to t h e i r w i nter feeding areas i n the 
numerous bays, coves and s h e l t e r e d beaches around V i c t o r i a 
and to the marshes, lakes and wet grasslands i n t h i s d i s 
t r i c t . Every day t h e i r numbers are i n c r e a s i n g , and w i l l 
continue to do so during November. 

S t i l l to appear ( w r i t t e n Oct.19th) are the American 
Goldeneye, Bufflehead and Ruddy Ducks, a l s o the male Red 
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Breasted Mergansers, the female and immature b i r d s having 
a r r i v e d a few weeks ago. The b e a u t i f u l Hooded Merganser 
a l s o g e n e r a l l y returns about the middle of October. The 
l a r g e s t and most g r a c e f u l of the Grebe f a m i l y , the Western, 
a r r i v e d i n f o r c e i n the waters o f f the Uplands on October 
13th. There were about 230 of these b i r d s b u s i l y feeding 
there on that date. 

The most numerous and important of the smaller b i r d s 
a r r i v i n g to spend the w i n t e r here are our beloved Juncos. 
Small f l o c k s have been around since September, but the 
month of November w i l l see these b i r d s i n every garden. 
Also to be looked f o r are the Fox Sparrows, the Golden 
Crowned Sparrows and the Hermit Thrushes. A l l these b i r d s 
are here i n greater numbers than i s g e n e r a l l y r e a l i s e d , b u t 
they are shy, the Hermit Thrushes i n p a r t i c u l a r . These 
are very s i m i l a r i n appearance to the Old Country Thrushes, 
having the same shape, a h e a v i l y spotted breast and a brown 
and russet back. I f you hear a low s o f t w h i s t l e coming 
from the bushes bordering the road, look out f o r a Hermit 
Thrush. We w i l l a l s o have w i t h us the best dressed b i r d s 
i n Canada, the Cedar and Bohemian Waxwings. Th e i r smooth 
s i l k y f eathers and erect c r e s t put them i n a c l a s s by them
s e l v e s . The Purple Finches and the S i s k i n s are now c o l l e c 
t i n g i n f l o c k s and i t i s to be hoped they w i l l be as abun
dant as they were l a s t w i n t e r . 
November F l o r a ; Besides the wonderful v a r i e t y of f u n g i that 

i s now so evident the most prominent features 
of the November f l o r a are f r u i t and seeds. An i n t e r e s t i n g 
feature of t h i s time i s the various methods t h a t p l a n t s have 
developed f o r d i s t r i b u t i n g t h e i r seed. As one watches the 
f a l l of the seeds of maple, ash, basswood, and pine one 
r e a l i z e s that the h e l i c o p t e r idea i s no new i n v e n t i o n of man. 
Nature was also somewhat previous i n the i n v e n t i o n of b a l 
l o n and parachute as can be seen by the long distances and 
safe landings of such seeds as dandelion, t h i s t l e , f i r e -
weed and dozens of others. I t i s probably as h i t c h - h i k e r s 
though, that p l a n t s accomplish most i n seed d i s t r i b u t i o n . 
A f t e r coming i n from a walk through the woods or long 
grass one does not have to be reminded of the outside h i k e r s 
as the sweet c i c e l y , sand bu r r , w i l d b a r l e y and annual 
brome seeds are removed from the c l o t h i n g . The i n s i d e 
h i t c h e r s are not so conspicuous but get much greater m i l e 
age, even c r o s s i n g the sea. The seeds hidden i n b e r r i e s 
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are often c a r r i e d great d i s t a n c e s i n the stomachs of 
b i r d s . We a l s o have a few seagoing p l a n t s such as the 
corky seed of Glehnia l i t t o r a l i s which drops o f f the 
plant and i s f l o a t e d away on the high winter t i d e s . 

W. T. 

FIELD TRIPS 1951 
BOTANY: The f i r s t f i e l d t r i p f o r the B o t a n i c a l group 
was to Walbran Park on the top of Gonzales H i l l on A p r i l 
21st. Twenty-three members and f r i e n d s were present. 
Owing to the long dry s p e l l of weather previous to t h i s 
day many of the p l a n t s which are u s u a l l y found here had 
d r i e d up. Never the l e s s t w e n t y - f i v e species were found 
i n f l o w e r . In some moist s h e l t e r e d spots the l a s t S a t i n 
f l o w e r , Easter L i l y (Erythronium) and Monkey flower 
(Mimulus) had survived the drought. Gamassia quamash and 
Western Buttercup were i n f u l l bloom, and the two Stone-
crops, Sedun s p a t h u l i f o l i u m and S. stenopetalum, were 
beginning to bloom. A f t e r a short d i s c u s s i o n concerning 
the p l a n t s seen the group accepted the kind i n v i t a t i o n 
of Mrs. F. C. Bogart to have t e a i n her b e a u t i f u l garden. 

C.W.L. 

The outstanding f i e l d t r i p of the B o t a n i c a l group was on 
May 12th to Mt.Dougla3 on the Blenkinsop Rd.side of the 
park. Around t h i r t y members gathered at the home of Mr. 
G.A.Hardy who guided the party along the winding t r a i l s t o 
the top. At the beginning of the t r a i l the v e g e t a t i o n was 
d e f i n i t e l y mesophytic changing slowly w i t h the e l e v a t i o n to 
a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c xerophytic f l o r a at the top of the moun
t a i n . At the foot were numerous herbs and shrubs i n a 
p r o f u s i o n of blossom, the broom c o l o r i n g the landscape 
w i t h gold. On the ground there was a t h i c k carpet of Eng
l i s h D a i s i e s . Climbing through the shrubs were q u a n t i t i e s 
of N u t t a l l ' s Sweet Pea, the orange Honeysuckle, and some 
of the Vetches. Al t o g e t h e r over s i x t y species of f l o w e r 
i n g p l a n t s and a few ferns were l i s t e d . Some of the more 
n o t i c e a b l e p l a n t s were the Chocolate t i p s , S a n i c u l a s f 2 s p . ) , 
Bedstraws(2sp.),Miners' Lettuce(2 sp.),Forget-me-not(2 sp.}, 
Sea Blush, Woolly Sunflower, Indian Consumption Plant,and 
Menzies Larkspur. A f t e r descending the mountain the group 
returned to the home of Mr.& Mrs.Hardy who ent e r t a i n e d 
everyone to t e a and d e l e c t a b l e confections i n t h e i r l o v e l y 
garden. 
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E d i t o r : 

Doreen Wilby. 
JUNIOR PAGE Ass't E d i t o r : 

Peggy C a r l . 
Notes taken by Diana Li v e s e y from a l e c t u r e given by Mr.Hardy 
to the J u n i o r N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y , October 13, 1951: -

THE DIFFERENT PARTS OF A FLOWER 

Flowers c o n s i s t of the s t a l k , r e c e p t a c l e , s e p a l s , 
p e t a l s , p i s t i l and some other l i t t l e p a r t s . 

The seed o f a flower i s s t o r e d i n i t s p i s t i l , and i t 
cannot develop unless the sperm c e l l o f the p o l l e n u n i t e s 
w i t h the egg c e l l of the seed. This p o l l e n f a l l s on the 
stigma and s t a r t s working down i n the ovary. The stamens 
are the part of the flower t h a t hold the p o l l e n . The c o r o l 
l a c o n s i s t s of the p e t a l s and the c a l i x c o n s i s t s of the 
sepals. 

By D. L. 

fl ) PetoA V 
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m 
-' J eceptacle. 

J u n i o r members should take n o t i c e t h a t t h e i r annual fee i s 
now due and t h i s i s the l a s t i s s u e of "The V i c t o r i a Natura
l i s t " t h a t w i l l be sent t o members who are i n a r r e a r s . 
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NOTICE OF MEETINGS 

19J1 
Tuesday 
Nov. 6: 

Tuesday 
Nov.13: 

Wednesday 
Nov. 21s 

F r i d a y 
Nov. 30: 

Tuesday 
Dec. U'° 

The JUNIOR NATURALISTS w i l l meet Saturday 
mornings a t the museum. 
BOTANY GROUP: At the home of Mrs. Edgar 
S t a n s f i e l d , 1274- Topaz Avenue, 8 p.m. 

GENERAL MEETING: Reading Room of the 
P r o v i n c i a l L i b r a r y , 8 p,m. Dr. L. C. Coleman, 
C L E . , D i r e c t o r f o r 2 6 years of the Depart
ment of A g r i c u l t u r e f o r the S t a t e of Mysore. 
Subject: "Rural L i f e i n I n d i a " . I l l u s t r a t e d . 

BIRD GROUP: At the home of Miss Kathleen 
Panton, 2114 C e n t r a l Avenue, 8 p.m. 
Mr. E.R. P a t r i c k w i l l speak. I l l u s t r a t e d . 

AUDUBON SCREEN TOUR - "Ozark I d y l l " . 
A l f r e d G 0 E t t e r . S„J.Willis J u n i o r High 
School Auditorium, Topaz Avenue, 8 p.m. 

MARINE BIOLOGY: At the b i o l o g y l a b o r a t o r y , 
V i c t o r i a C o l l e g e . Prof. Cunningham w i l l 
hold an o r g a n i z a t i o n meeting and d i s c u s s the 
study of marine b i o l o g y f o r amateurs. 

S e a t t l e Audubon Soci e t y : We have l a t e l y been favoured 
w i t h a copy of the above S o c i e t y ' s 1951-2 programme and an 
assurance that members of our S o c i e t y w i l l be welcome at 
any of t h e i r f i e l d t r i p s or meetings. Meetings are h e l d on 
the t h i r d Thursday o f each month a t 7:30 p.m. i n the P l y 
mouth Congregational Church, 6th Avenue and U n i v e r s i t y S t . 
The November subject i s "Flowers and Trees of High Places". 
Sunday,November 18th,they w i l l hold a f i e l d t r i p to L i n 
c o l n Park, and Saturday,December 1 s t , one to Green Lake. 
The e d i t o r has a copy of the programme c o n t a i n i n g d e t a i l s 
i f anybody i s i n t e r e s t e d or they could get i n touch w i t h 
Mrs. Bernice Ann Jennings, Second V i c e - P r e s i d e n t S e a t t l e 
Audubon S o c i e t y , 203 North 58, S e a t t l e 3, Washington, 
U.S.A. 
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